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Abstract 

 

“The more lifestyle of a person depends on a chance, the more superstitious he becomes”. The Highest Indian Constitutional 

Document provides equality to all human beings with dignity, but it is not seen in this type of work force. This is very painful to 

those who are love humanity and its values. They are facing a threat from the giant Indian and Multinational Companies in the 

name of Globalization. This paper may help to understand the present life-style conditions of breadwinners in unorganised sector, 

nature of their work, income, housing, education occupation, water supply, amenities and facilities available with them. This study 

is useful in analyzing the lifestyle of unorganised workers and will bring a meaningful suggestion to the policy makers to upgrade 

the status of unorganised workers in future. 
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_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

I. INTRODUCTION 

There are many classes in Indian labor force. The most 2 classes are measured as organized sector and unorganised sector. This 

paper deals with unorganised sector. That’s conjointly referred to as informal sector. The unorganised sector consists of all 

unorganized personal enterprises closely-held by people or households engaged within the sale and production of products and 

services operated on a proprietary or partnership basis and with but 10 total employees. Amongst the characteristic options of this 

sector square measure simple entry, smaller scale of operation, native possession, unsure status, labor-intensive and operational 

mistreatment lower technology based mostly ways, versatile rating, less subtle packing, absence of a name, inconvenience of fine 

storage facilities and an efficient distribution network, no sufficient access to government schemes, finance and government aid, 

lower entry barriers for workers, a better proportion of migrants with a lower rate of compensation. Workers of enterprises 

happiness to the unorganised sector have lower job security and poorer possibilities of growth, and no leaves and paid holidays, 

they need lower protection against employers indulgence in unfair or extralegal practices. 

 Unorganised Sector in India: 

The term 'unorganised' is commonly utilized in the Indian context to sit down with the huge numbers of ladies and men engaged 

in several kinds of employment. These forms embrace home-based work (for example: rolling papads and beedis), self-employment 

(for example: mercantilism vegetables), employment in ménage enterprises, tiny units, onto land as agricultural staff, labor on 

construction sites, domestic work, and a myriad different kinds of casual or temporary employment. Nearly four hundred million 

individuals - quite eighty fifth of the operating population in Bharat - add the unorganised sector. 

 Breadwinners: 

A person World Health Organization is primary monetary person or sole financial gain earn person for a home. Breadwinners, by 

causative the biggest portion of home financial gain, typically cowl most home expenses and financially support their dependents. 

 Different Unorganised Labor Force: 

Ministry of Labor has classified the unorganised labor force underneath four teams in terms of  

 Occupation – In terms of occupation, it enclosed tiny and marginal farmers, landless laborers in agricultural, share 

croppers, fishermen and people engaged in husbandry, beedi (local cigarette) rolling, labeling and packing, building and 

construction staff, animal skin staff, weavers, artisans, salt staff, staff in brick kilns and stone quarries, staff in saw mills, 

oil mills etc. 

 Nature of employment – a In terms of nature of employment, they're connected agricultural laborers, secure laborers, 

migrant staff, contract and casual laborers 

 Specially distressed categories – Toddy tappers, scavengers, carriers of head masses, drivers of animal driven vehicles 

and loaders and UN loaders, belong to the specially distressed class  

 Service categories – Midwives, domestic staff, fishermen and girls, barbers, vegetable and fruit vendors, newspaper 

vendors etc. return underneath the service class. 

This paper is focused on livelihood issues of the informal or the unorganized labourer who are poor and vulnerable population 

in India. It concentrates on a detailed analysis of the conditions of work and their livelihood consisting near about 86% of the total 
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workforce population for most of them, conditions of work are utterly deplorable and livelihood options extremely few (Govt. Of 

India, 2007). Workers in the unorganized sector differ widely in terms of their income, status in employment, types of works and 

size, place of work, social protection, and employment protection. Extending coverage to such a heterogeneous set of workers and 

economic units requires the implementation of several instruments adapted to the specific characteristics of the different groups of 

labourers (Geneva, 2010). As per the Economic Survey 2007- 08 and 2012-2013, 93% of India’s workforce includes the self 

employed and employed in unorganized sector and in a recent reports of NCEUS (2014) on unorganized sector labourer estimates 

86% or 395 million worked in the unorganised sector, generating 50.6% of the country's Gross Domestic Product (Govt. Of India, 

2013). In India there are 14% of total population in organised sector in working with job security and 86% of total population are 

in unorganised sector not having job security (Muthusamy, 2013). 

 Contribution:  

Their contribution to economy could be an abundant beneficiary one. The informal sector plays a major role within the economy 

in terms of employment opportunities and poorness alleviation. This sector generates income-earning opportunities for an outsized 

range of individuals. In India, an outsized section of the full men remains within the informal sector, which contributes a sizeable 

portion of the country's web domestic product. The unorganised sector contains a crucial role in our economy in terms of 

employment and its contribution to the National Domestic Product, savings and capital formation. The unorganised or non-

corporate sector has the biggest share of value, producing activities, services, savings, investment, taxes, credit market, 

employment, forex earnings, etc. nevertheless it's very little understood, unemployed as 'un-organized', 'informal' or 'residual' 

sector. It’s vital that the character and role of this sector square measure explored to examine however it impacts the economy. 

 Statement of the Problem: 

By witnessing the characteristics of the unorganised work force their living conditions are poor and they spend their life in open 

air here there is a hot sun or rain. The highest Indian Constitutional Document provides equality to all human beings with dignity, 

but it is not seen in this case of this workforce. This is very painful to those who love the humanity and its values. Apart from there 

hardworking they are harassed by police, local rowdies and politicians and they pay them from their low income. They face a threat 

from the giant Indian and Multinational companies in the name of globalization. Many retail outlets are coming to compete with 

the poor helpless workforce. So studying life style of bread winners in unorganised sector and suggest measures to improve their 

status is significant. 

 Objective: 

The objectives of this study are: 

1) To study the basic profile of workers in unorganized sector at Trichy. 

2) To study about the social system in unorganized sector workers. 

3) To study about the economic system in unorganized sector workers. 

4) To analyze the status of workers there by determine the areas to be improved for them. 

5) To bring out the problems and prospects of workers in unorganized sector.  

II. METHODOLOGY 

The method is broadly based upon sample survey. This study is based on primary data collection. First, the Tiruchirappalli district 

has to be divided into four divisions for data collection. Second the total number of workers in unorganized sector is to be collected. 

In that total population 10 percent of population is to be taken as sample.  

It is a field research. A probability sampling design is used to select the sample from total population. The next part is to collect 

data from the selected sample. The data should be collected through scheduling. And the schedule contains certain number of 

questions to be asked to the sample population. With this the primary data will be collected. By having this primary data, it is to 

be analyzed and the result is drawn with the SPSS software tool with various tests. Hence the objective is achieved through this 

methodology. 

 Sample Design: 

The area of the proposed study is Tiruchirappalli town in Tamil Nadu. The study is based on primary data. The focus of the study 

area is the workers in unorganized sector. Though it is a field study to be undertaken in practical life, consideration of time and 

cost almost invariably leads to selection of respondents. The survey so conducted is sample survey.  From among the total 1500 

population 20 percent of population is taken as sample. Hence the sample size is 300 members. 
Table – 1 

Sample distribution 

Area 
Total population 

(Approximately) 

10% of the population 

(sample size) 

Main guard gate and surroundings 820 82 

Woriyur and surroundings 540 54 

Puthur and surroundings 500 50 
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Palakkarai and surroundings 640 64 

Total 2500 250 

 Tools and Technique: 

The tools to be used to analyze the data are: 

1) Windows excel 

2) SPSS 

This is used to redefine the collected data in an easily understandable manner.  

The techniques used to analyse the result are: 

1) Percentage Analysis 

2) Chi-square test 

3) Regression 

4) Correlation  

With these tests the result is drawn and appropriate conclusion is made. 

III. ANALYSIS 

 Percentage Analysis: 

 Nature of the Business:  
OCCUPATION 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative Percent 

Valid 

Fruit seller 30 12.0 12.0 12.0 

Vegetable seller 75 30.0 30.0 42.0 

Canteen 63 25.2 25.2 67.2 

Flower seller 32 12.8 12.8 80.0 

others 50 20.0 20.0 100.0 

Total 250 100.0 100.0  

 

 

 Respondent Income per month: 
INCOME PER MONTH 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative Percent 

Valid 

Below 3001 4 1.6 1.6 1.6 

3001-5000 11 4.4 4.4 6.0 

5001-7000 25 10.0 10.0 16.0 

7000-9000 50 20.0 20.0 36.0 

Above 9000 160 64.0 64.0 100.0 

Total 250 100.0 100.0  

 Respondent Education 
EDUCATION 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative Percent 

Valid 

Educated 214 85.6 85.6 85.6 

Uneducated 36 14.4 14.4 100.0 

Total 250 100.0 100.0  

 Living area: 
LIVING AREA 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative Percent 

Valid 

Rural 209 83.6 83.6 83.6 

Urban 41 16.4 16.4 100.0 

Total 250 100.0 100.0  

 Respondent family size: 
FAMILY SIZE 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative Percent 

Valid 2-4 members 226 90.4 90.4 90.4 

5-7 members 17 6.8 6.8 97.2 

Above 7 6 2.4 2.4 99.6 

4.0 1 .4 .4 100.0 

Total 250 100.0 100.0  

 Respondent residence in:  
RESIDENCE 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative Percent 
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Valid Own house 46 18.4 18.4 18.4 

Rental house 204 81.6 81.6 100.0 

Total 250 100.0 100.0  

 Members working in respondent’s family: 
WORKING MEMBERS 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative Percent 

Valid 

1 33 13.2 13.2 13.2 

2 212 84.8 84.8 98.0 

3 4 1.6 1.6 99.6 

More than three 1 .4 .4 100.0 

Total 250 100.0 100.0  

 

 Energy for cooking: 
COOKING 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative Percent 

Valid Electricity 8 3.2 3.2 3.2 

Bottle gas 205 82.0 82.0 85.2 

Firewood 7 2.8 2.8 88.0 

Kerosene 30 12.0 12.0 100.0 

Total 250 100.0 100.0  

 Availability of drinking water facility: 

 
DRINKING WATER 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative Percent 

Valid 

Tap in House 12 4.8 4.8 4.8 

Common Tap 205 82.0 82.0 86.8 

Bore well 33 13.2 13.2 100.0 

Total 250 100.0 100.0  

 

 Medical treatment: 
MEDICAL TREATMENT 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative Percent 

Valid 

No treatment 13 5.2 5.2 5.2 

Taking bills on my own 24 9.6 9.6 14.8 

Private nursing homes 5 2.0 2.0 16.8 

Government Hospitals 146 58.4 58.4 75.2 

Home medicines 62 24.8 24.8 100.0 

Total 250 100.0 100.0  

 FACILITIES AT HOME 

a) Electricity facility: 
ELECTRICITY FACILITY 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative Percent 

Valid Yes 225 90.0 90.0 90.0 

No 25 10.0 10.0 100.0 

Total 250 100.0 100.0  

b) Toilet facility: 
TOILET FACILITY 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative Percent 

Valid 

Yes 225 90.0 90.0 90.0 

No 25 10.0 10.0 100.0 

Total 250 100.0 100.0  

c) Water facility: 
WATER FACILITY 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative Percent 

Valid 

Yes 12 4.8 4.8 4.8 

No 238 95.2 95.2 100.0 

Total 250 100.0 100.0  

 

d) Drainage facility: 
DRAINAGE FACILITY 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative Percent 

Valid Yes 225 90.0 90.0 90.0 
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No 25 10.0 10.0 100.0 

Total 250 100.0 100.0  

 During slack season family run by the respondent through: 
SLACK SEASON 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative Percent 

Valid 

From savings 16 6.4 6.4 6.4 

Barrowings 234 93.6 93.6 100.0 

Total 250 100.0 100.0  

 Whether respondent claimed free medical insurance: 
FREE MEDICAL INSURANCE 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative Percent 

Valid 

Yes 24 9.6 9.6 9.6 

No 226 90.4 90.4 100.0 

Total 250 100.0 100.0  

 Problem faced by the respondent during vending through: 
PROBLEM FACED DURING VENDING 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative Percent 

Valid 

Police 32 12.8 12.8 12.8 

Government Officials 2 .8 .8 13.6 

Local politicians 199 79.6 79.6 93.2 

Rowdies and local dadas 17 6.8 6.8 100.0 

Total 250 100.0 100.0  

 Assistance received by the respondent from NGO: 
NGO ASSISTANCE 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative Percent 

Valid 

No assistance 136 54.4 54.4 54.4 

Financial 63 25.2 25.2 79.6 

Medical 19 7.6 7.6 87.2 

Educational 32 12.8 12.8 100.0 

Total 250 100.0 100.0  

 Opinion about price of commodities by the respondent: 
PRICE OF COMMODITIES 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative Percent 

Valid 

Very high 39 15.6 15.6 15.6 

High 204 81.6 81.6 97.2 

Normal 7 2.8 2.8 100.0 

Total 250 100.0 100.0  

 Chi square: 

1) H0: There is no significant difference between income and expenditure 

H1: There is significant difference between income and expenditure 
Chi-Square Tests 

 Value df Asymptotic Significance (2-sided) 

Pearson Chi-Square 7.040a 8 .532 

Likelihood Ratio 8.384 8 .397 

Linear-by-Linear Association .375 1 .540 

N of Valid Cases 250   

a. 6 cells (40.0%) have expected count less than 5. The minimum expected count is .42. 

Table value = 15.507  Calculated value = 7.040 

Thus the calculated value is less than the table value. Hence H0 is accepted. 

There is no significant difference between income and expenditure. 

2) H0: There is no significant difference between income and expenditure 

H1: There is significant difference between income and expenditure 
Chi-Square Tests 

 Value Df Asymptotic Significance (2-sided) 

Pearson Chi-Square 18.350a 12 .105 

Likelihood Ratio 27.162 12 .007 

Linear-by-Linear Association 13.495 1 .000 

N of Valid Cases 250   

a. 13 cells (65.0%) have expected count less than 5. The minimum expected count is .10. 

Table value = 21.026  Calculated value = 18.350 

Thus the calculated value is less than the table value. Hence H0 is accepted. 
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There is no significant difference between income and saving. 

 Correlation: 

 Correlation between income and residence: 

H0: There is no significant difference between income and residence 

H1: There is significant difference between income and residence 
Correlations 

 INCOME.P.M RESIDENCE 

INCOME.P.M 

Pearson Correlation 1 .050 

Sig. (2-tailed)  .432 

N 250 250 

RESIDENCE 

Pearson Correlation .050 1 

Sig. (2-tailed) .432  

N 250 250 

There is positive correlation occurs. And hence there is positive correlation occurs between income and residence. Thus there is 

no significant difference between income and residence. 

 Correlation between saving and slack season: 

H0: There is no significant difference between saving and slack season 

H1: There is significant difference between saving and slack season 
Correlations 

 SAVINGS SLACK SEASON 

SAVINGS 

Pearson Correlation 1 .024 

Sig. (2-tailed)  .708 

N 250 250 

SLACK SEASON 

Pearson Correlation .024 1 

Sig. (2-tailed) .708  

N 250 250 

There is positive correlation occurs. And hence there is positive correlation occurs between saving and slack season. Thus there 

is no significant difference between saving and slack season. 

 Regression: 

 Relationship between income and appliance at home: 

H0: There is no relationship between income and appliance at home 

H1: There is realtionship between income and appliance at home 
ANOVAa 

Model Sum of Squares df Mean Square F Sig. 

1 

Regression .068 1 .068 .075 .784b 

Residual 224.128 248 .904   

Total 224.196 249    

a. Dependent Variable: INCOME.P.M 

b. Predictors: (Constant), APPLIANCES.AT.HOME 

There is positive relation occurs. H1 accepted. And hence there is relationship between income and appliance at home. 

 Relationship between expenditure and borrowing: 

H0: There is no relationship between expenditure and borrowing 

H1: There is relationship difference between expenditure and borrowing 
ANOVAa 

Model Sum of Squares df Mean Square F Sig. 

1 

Regression .073 1 .073 .160 .689b 

Residual 112.983 248 .456   

Total 113.056 249    

a. Dependent Variable: EXENDITURE.MONTHLY 

b. Predictors: (Constant), BORROWINGS 

There is positive relation occurs. H1 accepted. And hence there is relationship between expenditure and borrowing. 
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 Diagrammatic Representation: 

 Income vs. Education 

 
 Working Members Vs. Family Size 
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 Residence 

 
 Vehicle Owned by the Respondent 
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 Preference for Medical Treatment 

 
 Opinion About Price of Commodities 

 
These are some of the diagrammatic represent to show about the respondent’s life style. 

IV. RESULT 

With all these analysis there is some results are made. Most of the male workers are working in unorganised sector. It is analysed 

that most of the workers from unorganised sector are unmarried. And also there age group is between 25 and 30. It is also noted 

that most of the workers are educated. It is analysed that there income is above 9000 on average. But due to reinvestment most of 

the money got expend. And hence for other needs and wants they go for borrowing. Especially during slack season they are going 

for borrowing. Their income and expenditure are linked. And hence in sometimes there expenditure is more than that of income. 

Most rural side people are going for this type of work. Most breadwinners are from small family. But due to low income min two 
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people are going for work. That is both men and women. Approximately 82 percent of breadwinners are living in rental house. 

And that too low budgeted house like hurt. The energy they use for cooking is most bottle gas. That too they are using gas before 

some minimum period. This type of situation arose due to government free schemes. And hence they got some facilities in home 

like free television, free toilet, and free drainage like that. Cycle is the vehicle mostly used by breadwinners in unorganised sector. 

Most people are getting water from common taps. Some people are making correct decision and running business properly and 

win in this sector. But most people are leading a poor life. And for any disease arose they take treatment in government hospitals. 

Very small amount of people are getting some assistance from non-governmental organization like finance, medical, educational 

etc. Most breadwinners in unorganised sector are thinking the prices of the commodities are higher. 

V. CONCLUSION 

On the basis of the findings of the given study it can be concluded that majority of the respondents belongs to rural side. Many 

workers are not able to satisfy their basic needs. Most of the schemes provided by the government are not reaching to those types 

of workers. Their satisfaction level towards the central government is more than that of state government. Due to unemployment 

many educated people are starting their own business. That too many xerox shop are owned by educated people. Their monthly 

earning is not enough to lead their life. Due to lack money they take their medical treatment in government hospitals. Most of the 

respondents have basic amenities. Unorganised sector is a boon to the society and hence government should take them into 

considered and make some special scheme for breadwinners in unorganised sector. This will make them to uplift there status in 

the society. 
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