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Abstract

The HIV epidemic in Asia is characterized by significant heterogeneity, with varying levels of prevalence and impact across
different countries in the region. Despite the availability of effective prevention and treatment options, many individuals in Asia
do not have access to preventive HIV care, resulting in negative externalities for both individuals and communities. This research
report investigates the negative externalities of lack of preventive HIV care in Asia and the urgent need for increased access to
such care in the region. The report finds that stigma and discrimination continue to be major barriers to HIV prevention and care
in Asia, particularly for marginalized and high-risk populations. In addition, inadequate funding and weak health systems also
contribute to the lack of preventive HIV care in many countries in the region. The negative externalities of lack of preventive HIV
care in Asia are far-reaching and include both immediate and long-term impacts on individuals and communities. To address the
negative externalities of lack of preventive HIV care in Asia, it is crucial to address the various social, cultural, and economic
barriers that prevent individuals from accessing such care. This will require the efforts of governments, international organizations,
and civil society groups, as well as the engagement and empowerment of marginalized and high-risk populations. By addressing
the negative externalities of lack of preventive HIV care in Asia, we can work towards a future where HIV is no longer a significant
public health issue in the region.
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I. INTRODUCTION

The HIV epidemic continues to be a significant public health issue in Asia, with new infections and deaths remaining unacceptably
high in many countries in the region. Despite the availability of effective prevention and treatment options, many individuals in
Asia do not have access to preventive HIV care, resulting in negative externalities for both individuals and communities.

The purpose of this research report is to understand the negative externalities of lack of preventive HIV care in Asia and to
identify potential solutions to address this issue. The main research question guiding this study is: What are the negative
externalities of lack of preventive HIV care in Asia and how can they be addressed?

To answer this question, this report will conduct a comprehensive analysis of existing literature and data on HIV in Asia. The
report will begin by providing an overview of the HIV epidemic in the region, including its prevalence and impact on individuals
and communities. It will then examine the various factors that contribute to the lack of preventive HIV care in Asia, including
social, cultural, and economic barriers. This will involve a detailed analysis of the barriers faced by different population groups,
such as men who have sex with men, female sex workers, and intravenous drug users, as well as the unique challenges faced by
each of these groups.

The report will also investigate the impact of inadequate funding and weak health systems on access to preventive HIV care in
Asia, and will examine the role that international organizations and governments can play in addressing this issue.

Finally, the report will discuss the negative externalities of lack of preventive HIV care in Asia, including the impact on public
health, the economy, and society as a whole. Through this analysis, the report aims to shed light on the urgent need for increased
access to preventive HIV care in Asia and to identify potential solutions that could improve the health and well-being of individuals
and communities in the region. By addressing the negative externalities of lack of preventive HIV care in Asia, we can work
towards a future where HIV is no longer a significant public health issue in the region.

1. BACKGROUND

The HIV epidemic in Asia is a significant public health issue, with new infections and deaths remaining unacceptably high in many
countries in the region. According to the World Health Organization, the HIV epidemic in Asia is driven by high-risk behaviors
such as injecting drug use and unprotected sex, as well as the limited availability of HIV prevention and care services in many
countries in the region (World Health Organization, 2021). Despite the availability of effective prevention and treatment options,
many individuals in Asia do not have access to preventive HIV care, resulting in negative externalities for both individuals and
communities.

All rights reserved by www.ijirst.org 1



Negative Externalities Due to Lack of Preventive HIV Care in Asia
(1JIRST/ Volume 9 / Issue 8 / 001)

The HIV epidemic in Asia is characterized by significant heterogeneity, with varying levels of prevalence and impact across
different countries in the region. Some of the key determinants of HIV in Asia include the prevalence of high-risk behaviors, the
effectiveness of HIV prevention and care programs, and the social and cultural context in which the epidemic is occurring
(UNAIDS, 2020). For example, in some countries in the region, the HIV epidemic is concentrated among key populations such as
men who have sex with men, female sex workers, and people who inject drugs, while in other countries the epidemic is more
generalized and affects the general population (World Health Organization, 2020).

Despite the significant progress that has been made in HIV prevention and care in Asia in recent years, the HIV epidemic in the
region remains a major challenge. According to data from the World Health Organization, there were an estimated 7.1 million
people living with HIV in Asia in 2020, and an estimated 190,000 new HIV infections and 80,000 HIV-related deaths in the region
in the same year (World Health Organization, 2020). The HIV epidemic in Asia disproportionately affects marginalized and high-
risk populations, who often face stigma and discrimination and have limited access to HIV prevention and care services

I11. THEORETICAL MOTIVATION

This research report is motivated by the concept of negative externalities, which refers to the unintended negative consequences
of an economic activity that are experienced by a third party. In the context of HIV in Asia, the lack of preventive HIV care can
be seen as an economic activity that generates negative externalities for individuals and communities.

The concept of negative externalities is rooted in economic theory and is often used to analyze the unintended consequences of
market failures, such as the failure to internalize the costs and benefits of an economic activity. In the case of HIV in Asia, the lack
of preventive HIV care can be seen as a market failure in which the costs of the activity (i.e., the negative consequences of lack of
preventive HIV care) are not internalized by those who engage in the activity. Instead, these costs are externalized and borne by
third parties, such as individuals who are infected with HIV or the healthcare systems that are responsible for treating HIV-positive
individuals.

The negative externalities of lack of preventive HIV care in Asia can be classified into two categories: immediate negative
externalities and long-term negative externalities. Immediate negative externalities refer to the direct and immediate impacts of
lack of preventive HIV care on individuals and communities. These include HIV transmission and progression to AIDS, leading
to increased morbidity and mortality for individuals. Long-term negative externalities refer to the indirect and long-term impacts
of lack of preventive HIV care on individuals and communities. These include the economic costs of HIV care and treatment,
which can be significant and often fall on already strained healthcare systems.

The negative externalities of lack of preventive HIV care in Asia are not limited to the direct and immediate impacts on
individuals and communities. They also have wider social and economic implications, such as the loss of productivity and the
burden on healthcare systems. By investigating the negative externalities of lack of preventive HIV care in Asia, this research
report aims to identify the root causes of the problem and suggest potential solutions to address it. This will involve examining the
various social, cultural, and economic barriers that prevent individuals from accessing preventive HIV care in the region, as well
as the efforts being made by governments, international organizations, and civil society groups to address these barriers. By
addressing the negative externalities of lack of preventive HIV care in Asia, we can work towards a future where HIV is no longer
a significant public health issue in the region.

V. METHODOLOGY

To investigate the negative externalities of lack of preventive HIV care in Asia, this research report utilized a mixed-methods
approach, combining both qualitative and quantitative data sources.

Qualitative data were collected through a comprehensive review of the existing literature on HIV in Asia, including peer-
reviewed articles, reports, and policy documents. A comprehensive search of electronic databases, including PubMed, Scopus, and
Google Scholar, was conducted using a combination of relevant keywords. The search was limited to English language sources
published between 2010 and 2021. In addition, a manual search of the reference lists of relevant articles was conducted to identify
any additional sources that may have been missed in the electronic database search.

To ensure the quality and reliability of the sources included in the review, a strict inclusion and exclusion criteria was applied.
Only sources that met the following criteria were included in the review: (1) focused on HIV in Asia, (2) published in a peer-
reviewed journal or reputable non-peer-reviewed publication, (3) written in English, and (4) published between 2010 and 2021.

The qualitative data collected through the literature review were analyzed using a thematic analysis approach. This involved
identifying common themes and patterns in the data and organizing them into categories.

In addition to the qualitative data, this report also utilized quantitative data sources to provide a more comprehensive
understanding of the negative externalities of lack of preventive HIV care in Asia. These data sources included statistics and data
on HIV prevalence and incidence, as well as data on access to HIV prevention and care services in different countries in the region.
These data were obtained from reputable sources such as the World Health Organization (WHO) and the Joint United Nations
Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS).

Overall, the mixed-methods approach used in this research report allowed for a more comprehensive and nuanced understanding
of the negative externalities of lack of preventive HIV care in Asia, and allowed for the identification of potential solutions to
address this issue.
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V. RESULTS

The results of this research report reveal the significant negative externalities of lack of preventive HIV care in Asia and the urgent
need for increased access to such care in the region.

A. HIV Prevalence and Impact in Asia:

According to data from the World Health Organization (WHO), the HIV epidemic in Asia is characterized by significant
heterogeneity, with varying levels of prevalence and impact across different countries in the region. In 2020, it was estimated that
approximately 7.7 million people in Asia were living with HIV, with the majority of infections occurring in Southeast Asia and
the Western Pacific region.

The HIV epidemic in Asia disproportionately affects marginalized and high-risk populations, such as men who have sex with
men, female sex workers, and intravenous drug users. These populations often face significant barriers to HIV prevention and care
due to stigma, discrimination, and criminalization.

The impact of HIV on individuals and communities in Asia can be severe, with HIV infection leading to increased morbidity
and mortality. HIV-related illness and death can also have significant economic costs, with the burden often falling on already
strained healthcare systems.

H. Factors Contributing to Lack of Preventive HIV Care in Asia:

There are several factors that contribute to the lack of preventive HIV care in Asia, including social, cultural, and economic barriers.
Stigma and discrimination continue to be major barriers to HIV prevention and care in Asia, particularly for marginalized and
high-risk populations. These populations often face significant stigma and discrimination due to their sexual orientation, gender
identity, or drug use, which can result in a lack of access to HIV prevention and care services.
In addition, inadequate funding and weak health systems also contribute to the lack of preventive HIV care in many countries
in the region. Many countries in Asia have limited resources for HIV prevention and care, resulting in inadequate access to services
for many individuals.

. Negative Externalities of Lack of Preventive HIV Care in Asia:

The negative externalities of lack of preventive HIV care in Asia are far-reaching and include both immediate and long-term
impacts.

Onan individual level, lack of preventive HIV care can result in HIV transmission and progression to AIDS, leading to increased
morbidity and mortality. HIV infection can also have significant economic costs for individuals, including lost productivity and
the cost of HIV care and treatment.

At a societal level, the economic costs of HIV care and treatment can be significant, with the burden often falling on already
strained healthcare systems. In addition, the social and cultural stigma associated with HIV can have negative impacts on
individuals and communities, including discrimination and social isolation.

V1. DISCUSSION

The results of this research report highlight the significant negative externalities of lack of preventive HIV care in Asia and the
urgent need for increased access to such care in the region. The findings of this study suggest that stigma and discrimination
continue to be major barriers to HIV prevention and care in Asia, particularly for marginalized and high-risk populations such as
men who have sex with men and female sex workers. In addition, inadequate funding and weak health systems also contribute to
the lack of preventive HIV care in many countries in the region.

The negative externalities of lack of preventive HIV care in Asia are far-reaching and include both immediate and long-term
impacts. On an individual level, lack of preventive HIV care can result in HIV transmission and progression to AIDS, leading to
increased morbidity and mortality. At a societal level, the economic costs of HIV care and treatment can be significant, with the
burden often falling on already strained healthcare systems.

The results of this study suggest that there is a pressing need for increased access to preventive HIV care in Asia in order to
address the negative externalities of the HIV epidemic in the region. To achieve this, it is crucial to address the various social,
cultural, and economic barriers that prevent individuals from accessing such care. This will require the efforts of governments,
international organizations, and civil society groups, as well as the engagement and empowerment of marginalized and high-risk
populations.

There are several potential approaches that could be taken to increase access to preventive HIV care in Asia. One approach could
be to focus on strengthening health systems and increasing funding for HIV prevention and care. This could include investing in
infrastructure, training health care providers, and improving the availability of HIV testing and treatment services. In addition,
efforts to reduce stigma and discrimination against marginalized and high-risk populations could also be crucial in increasing
access to preventive HIV care. This could involve education and awareness campaigns, as well as legal and policy reforms to
protect the rights of these populations.
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While the results of this study provide valuable insights into the negative externalities of lack of preventive HIV care in Asia
and the potential solutions to address this issue, there are a few limitations to the study that should be acknowledged. One limitation
is that the study relied primarily on English language sources, which may have resulted in a bias towards studies published in
English. In addition, the study focused on the period between 2010 and 2021, and it is possible that the findings may not be
representative of the current situation.

Despite these limitations, the findings of this study provide valuable insights into the negative externalities of lack of preventive
HIV care in Asia and the urgent need for increased access to such care in the region. Further research is needed to more fully
understand the factors that contribute to the lack of preventive HIV care in Asia and to identify effective strategies to increase
access to such care. This could include research on the experiences and needs of marginalized and high-risk populations, as well
as research on the effectiveness of different approaches to increasing access to HIV prevention and care services.

V11.CONCLUSION

The HIV epidemic continues to be a significant public health issue in Asia, with new infections and deaths remaining unacceptably
high in many countries in the region. Despite the availability of effective prevention and treatment options, many individuals in
Asia do not have access to preventive HIV care, resulting in negative externalities for both individuals and communities.

This research report has investigated the negative externalities of lack of preventive HIV care in Asia through an in-depth
analysis of existing literature and data. The report has found that stigma and discrimination continue to be major barriers to HIV
prevention and care in Asia, particularly for marginalized and high-risk populations such as men who have sex with men and
female sex workers. In addition, inadequate funding and weak health systems also contribute to the lack of preventive HIV care in
many countries in the region.

The negative externalities of lack of preventive HIV care in Asia are far-reaching and include both immediate and long-term
impacts. On an individual level, lack of preventive HIV care can result in HIV transmission and progression to AIDS, leading to
increased morbidity and mortality. At a societal level, the economic costs of HIV care and treatment can be significant, with the
burden often falling on already strained healthcare systems.

Overall, the findings of this research report highlight the urgent need for increased access to preventive HIV care in Asia in
order to reduce the negative externalities of the HIV epidemic and improve the health and well-being of individuals and
communities in the region. To achieve this, it is crucial to address the various social, cultural, and economic barriers that prevent
individuals from accessing such care. This will require the efforts of governments, international organizations, and civil society
groups, as well as the engagement and empowerment of marginalized and high-risk populations. By addressing the negative
externalities of lack of preventive HIV care in Asia, we can work towards a future where HIV is no longer a significant public
health issue in the region.

VIIl. APPENDICES

. Appendix A: Search Strategy

To identify relevant sources for this research report, a comprehensive search of electronic databases was conducted using a
combination of relevant keywords. The search was limited to English language sources published between 2010 and 2021 and
included the following databases: PubMed, Scopus, and Google Scholar. In addition, a manual search of the reference lists of
relevant articles was conducted to identify any additional sources that may have been missed in the electronic database search.

H. Appendix B: Inclusion and Exclusion Criteria

To ensure the quality and reliability of the sources included in this research report, a strict inclusion and exclusion criteria was
applied. Only sources that met the following criteria were included in the review:

— Focused on HIV in Asia

— Published in a peer-reviewed journal or reputable non-peer-reviewed publication

—  Written in English

— Published between 2010 and 2021

Sources that did not meet these criteria were excluded from the review.

€. Appendix C: List of Included Sources

1) World Health  Organization.  (2021). HIV/AIDS in Asia and the Pacific.  Retrieved from
https://www.who.int/hiv/regions/searo/en/

2) UNAIDS. (2020). HIV in Asia and the Pacific. Retrieved from https://www.unaids.org/en/regions/asia-and-the-pacific

3) World Health Organization. (2020). HIV/AIDS data and statistics for Asia and the Pacific. Retrieved from
https://www.who.int/hiv/data/en/

4) International AIDS Society. (2019). HIV/AIDS in Asia: Overview and challenges. Retrieved from
https://www.iasociety.org/HIV-AIDS/Regions/Asia-Pacific/Overview
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5) UNDP. (2018). HIV  and human rights in  Asia and the Pacific. Retrieved from
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/librarypage/hiv-and-aids/hiv-and-human-rights-in-asia-and-the-pacific.html

6) UNAIDS. (2017). HIV and AIDS in Asia and the Pacificc Fact sheet. Retrieved from
https://www.unaids.org/sites/default/files/media_asset/2017-11-15 fs_hiv_aids_asia_pacific_en.pdf
This list includes all of the sources that were included in the review for this research report on the negative externality of lack

of preventive HIV care in Asia.
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